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Community Development Financial Institutions Fund § 1815.104

1815.111 Actions that require an environ-
mental assessment.

1815.112 Preparation of an environmental
assessment.

1815.113 Public involvement.
1815.114 Fund decisionmaking procedures.
1815.115 OMB control number.

AUTHORITY: 12 U.S.C. 4703, 4717; 42 U.S.C.
4332; Chapter X, Pub L. 104–19, 109 Stat. 237
(12 U.S.C. 4703 note).

SOURCE: 60 FR 54130, Oct. 19, 1995, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 1815.100 Policy.
The Community Development Finan-

cial Institution Fund’s policy is to en-
sure that environmental factors and
concerns are given appropriate consid-
eration in decisions and actions by the
Fund and to reduce any possible ad-
verse effects of Fund decisions and ac-
tions upon the quality of the human
environment.

§ 1815.101 Purpose.
This part supplements Council on En-

vironmental Quality regulations for
implementing the procedural provi-
sions of the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969, as amended, and de-
scribe how the Community Develop-
ment Financial Institutions Fund in-
tends to consider environmental fac-
tors and concerns in the Fund’s deci-
sionmaking process. This part applies
only to the Fund and not to any other
bureau, office or organization within
the Department of the Treasury.

§ 1815.102 Definitions.
(a) For the purpose of this part:
(1) Act means the Community Devel-

opment Banking and Financial Institu-
tions Act (12 U.S.C. 4701 et seq.);

(2) Application means a request for as-
sistance from the Fund submitted pur-
suant to parts 1805 or 1806 of this chap-
ter;

(3) CEQ regulations means the regula-
tions for implementing the procedural
provisions of the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969 as promul-
gated by the Council on Environmental
Quality, Executive Office of the Presi-
dent, appearing at 40 CFR parts 1500–
1508 and to which this part is a supple-
ment;

(4) Comprehensive Business Plan means
a document submitted as part of an Ap-

plication pursuant to part 1805 of this
chapter which describes an organiza-
tion’s proposed process for offering
products or services to a particular
market, including organizational re-
quirements needed to serve that mar-
ket effectively;

(5) Consumer Loans means loans to
one or more individuals for household,
family or other personal expenditures;

(6) Decisionmaker means the Director
of the Fund, unless an appropriate del-
egation of authority has been made;

(7) EIS means an environmental im-
pact statement as defined in 40 CFR
1508.11 of the CEQ regulations;

(8) Fund means the Community De-
velopment Financial Institutions
Fund, established under section 104(a)
of the Act (12 U.S.C. 4703(a));

(9) NEPA means the National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act, as amended, 42
U.S.C. 4321–4335; and

(10) Project means all closely related
actions relating to a specific site.

(b) Other terms used in this part are
defined in 40 CFR part 1508 of the CEQ
regulations.

§ 1815.103 Designation of responsible
Fund official.

The Director of the Fund is the des-
ignated Fund official responsible for
implementation and operation of the
Fund’s policies and procedures on envi-
ronmental quality and control.

§ 1815.104 Specific responsibilities of
the designated Fund official.

The designated Fund official shall:
(a) Coordinate the formulation and

revision of Fund policies and proce-
dures on matters pertaining to envi-
ronmental quality and control;

(b) Establish and maintain working
relationships with relevant govern-
ment agencies (including Federal, state
and local) concerned with environ-
mental matters;

(c) Develop procedures within the
Fund’s planning and decisionmaking
processes to ensure that environmental
factors are properly considered in all
proposals and decisions in accordance
with this part;

(d) Develop, monitor, and review the
Fund’s implementation of standards,
procedures, and working relationships
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for protection and enhancement of en-
vironmental quality and compliance
with applicable laws and regulations;

(e) Monitor processes to ensure that
the Fund’s procedures regarding con-
sideration of environmental quality are
achieving their intended purposes;

(f) Advise the officers and employees
of the Fund of technical and manage-
ment requirements of environmental
analysis, of appropriate expertise
available, and, with the assistance of
the Department of the Treasury’s Of-
fice of the General Counsel, of relevant
legal developments;

(g) Monitor the consideration and
documentation of the environmental
aspects of Fund planning and decision-
making processes by appropriate offi-
cers and employees of the Fund;

(h) Ensure that all environmental as-
sessments and, where required, all EISs
are prepared in accordance with the ap-
propriate regulations adopted by the
Council on Environmental Quality and
the Fund;

(i) Ensure that, as required, a legisla-
tive EIS is submitted with all proposed
legislation;

(j) Consolidate and transmit to ap-
propriate parties the Fund’s comments
on EISs and other environmental re-
ports prepared by other agencies;

(k) Acquire information and prepare
appropriate reports on environmental
matters required of the Fund; and

(l) Coordinate the Fund’s efforts to
make available to other parties infor-
mation and advice on the Fund’s poli-
cies for protecting and enhancing the
quality of the environment.

§ 1815.105 Major decision points.

(a) The possible environmental ef-
fects of an Application, including any
Comprehensive Business Plan, must be
considered along with technical, eco-
nomic, and other factors throughout
the decisionmaking process. For most
Fund actions there are two distinct
stages in the decisionmaking process:

(1) Preliminary approval stage, at
which point applications are selected
for funding; and

(2) Final approval and funding stage.
(b) Environmental review shall be in-

tegrated into the decisionmaking proc-
ess of the Fund as follows:

(1) During the preliminary approval
stage, the designated Fund official
shall determine whether the Applica-
tion proposes actions which are cat-
egorically excluded, or normally re-
quire an environmental assessment or
an EIS;

(2) If the designated Fund official de-
termines that the Application proposes
actions which normally require an en-
vironmental assessment or an EIS, the
applicant shall be informed that the
final approval and funding, in addition
to any other conditions, is contingent
upon:

(i) The applicant supplying to the
Fund all information necessary for the
Fund to perform or have performed any
environmental review required by this
part;

(ii) The applicant not using any Fund
financial assistance to perform any of
such proposed actions in the Applica-
tion that affect the physical environ-
ment until Fund approval is received;
and

(iii) The outcome of the environ-
mental review required by this part;

(3) The Fund will perform or have
performed the environmental reviews
required by this part;

(4) A preliminary approval of an Ap-
plication may be withdrawn or further
conditions may be imposed based upon
the outcome of an environmental re-
view required by this part; and

(5) If the designated Fund official de-
termines that the Application proposes
actions that require an environmental
assessment or an EIS, the environ-
mental assessment and/or EIS must be
completed and circulated prior to the
use of Federal funds for any activity
that triggers the need for an environ-
mental assessment and/or EIS.

§ 1815.106 Supplemental environ-
mental review.

(a) The designated Fund official shall
determine whether the proposed ac-
tions in the Application are suffi-
ciently definite to perform a meaning-
ful environmental review during the
preliminary approval stage.

(b) If the designated Fund official de-
termines that the Application is suffi-
ciently definite to perform a meaning-
ful environmental review during the
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